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of the propriety of the measure? I answer
yes; and might have judged too, upon the same
p-rounds upon which ministers formed their judg-
ment. The argument, that it was dangerous to

make the measure public, because the sum granted
mi^ht have appeared inadequate, is applicable to
every vote of subsidy, to every vote of supply, to
every measure of preparation, to the votes for the
army and navy, and to every department of the go-
vernment. If it might be attended with a - slight
decree of disadvantage to publish that information
to the enemy, it was more*than compensated by
fairness, by straight-forwardness, and by manliness
of conduct. Indeed, the principle on which this
measure was defended, appears more dangerous
than even any application of it can be thought impo-
litic* It arrogates to ministers a right to judge of
the extent, as well as the mode of public expendi-
ture ; it is erecting the minister into an absolute
dictator; it is more than mortal presumption ; it is
a pretention beyond humanity to claim; it is usurp-
ing the attributes of the Deity, the power of omni-
science and infallibility, the power of refusing the
' desires and disappointing the wishes of those over
whom they rule. Joined with the other part of the
conduct of ministers, it, indeed, forms the subject of
serious alarm. If they claim the right of landing-
foreign troops without consent of parliament, and of
paying them by this delicate process, without appli-
cation to this house, where is the security left for our
liberties and for our constitution ? One honorable
gentleman thought he saw in the vote of credit, an
intimation of sending money to the Emperor; but if
he saw it then, it most have been equally discernable
io every gentleman in the kingdom, and thus the
mischief arising from publicity must have been in-
curred. But, he would ask, upon what pretence
could it be inferred from the vote of credit, that any
part of it was destined to a different purpose from
the vote of credit of the preceeding year ? When